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The Speech of Sir George Pud(cy Knight, at the 

. time i bis fs ſworn R EC oks R "ofthe 
City of Oxford, in the Council-Chamber of the ſame 
City , on Tueſday the Eight day of January, 1683 

'wbere-tbey apreed to the Sealing the Infirument ſent 
\ by His Majeth. : ES 
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to Print his Speech, : 


» Wk B Jza&oratified me in that earneſt Deſire f have always had 
Fe to ay $And tho I deſpair of taking due Acknowledgements, 
, ” _ i 


 *- he me, in ſo ynanimouſly cHbfing me to be Four Servantz for + = 
;- faeh a one your Reco 1s-\*ris aplace of Honour and of ' Traſt; wndgh,.- = | 
' if I diſcharge it not as I ought, or at leaſt as I am able, { am the worſt of 
 - Men: I value my ſelf muchupon it; but more upon your Friendſhip. Per-- 
haps few Recorders for many Ages have been ſo freely EleQed, Therefhs 
Gratitude, as well as Oath obliges me to be faithful to you, Intereſt alſo 
(_ amighty Motive ) prompts me to the ſame, I am your Neighbour as. + 
well as fellow Citizen. The little Fortune that I have lies near you 3 if 
Oxford flouriſh, Z/yfiel#'will not fare the worſe. Gentlemen, 1 hope you'l 
have afavourable opinion of him you have made yours. It's no inconfider- 
able diſadvantage to facceed a man of ſuch great abilities as your laſt Re- 
corder was: a Perſon who liv'dlong amongſt you, and knew, the + ſecret 
of your Eorporation 3 yet this I vow, Ile pray the aid of all the Innsof 
Court rather than you ſhall ſuffer 3 and in why ſhould you in any 
thing £ Have you not opportunities enough to be happy ? Does not the 
Great and Good Earl of Abingdon offer his aſſiſtance, ready at all timesup- 
on his knees to begg His Majeſties Favour in your behalf? When he ap- 
pears, make room for Oxferd, cryes the Guards, the Town is Loyal grown: 
when at another time'( if I may ſpeak it ) A modeſt Oxford man dare hard. 
ly peep' in Court. Why then dow we by his vaſt Intereſt let in the Beams 
of Majeſty upon us 2 Who can live without the Sun? Have we nota famous 
Univerſity for our Example ? Let her great Loyalty ( if it be poſſible ) be 
outdone by us. Can we be poiſon'd atthe Fountain head > Where' is Learn- 
ing, Piety, and Obedience praQis'd, if not in this our Engliſh Athens * Who 
ſo 1gnorant that docs-not know how eminent this place hath been for Loyal- 
ty? How proud it was' when Charles the Firſt, that Glorious King, ſhut 
himfelf up within our Walls? Did not our Citizens follow Bellon 4 _ w 
oe A deten 


'. Order'd by AG of Council , that Sir George Pudſey Knight, be Difreq os ; ot 


beheve that Iam very ſenſible of the Favour you have © -| Mt 
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Monarchs joy : He alwayes eſtcems himſclf Rich, if theyare lo. 


(2) | 
d& tend His Sacrei Purſon from Rebels fury £ Was not this the Seat of 
Wart? With what bravery and gallentry did this City affert' its Monarch's - 
Right? Surely the ſtock of Loyalty is not worn out, How many are there 
1 this place . now that liv'd mn thoſe days, arid played the Souldiers part, : 
therefore Ple not think there's an ill man amongſt usz. however it happens 
thar tor! ſome miſcatriages of ours we ſtand not right in Ceſars favour. We |} 
proiviſc! largely ;-pertorm poorly, and that *with' grudging too. The _ 


'Widoyv's mite,, What was.it? yet being all, and- freely given, had the largeſt 


thanks. Gentlemen, let me adviſe you 1o redeem your ſelves again: His 
Miajcfiy, whom the Law tiles Head of the Kingdom, Father of the Country, 
Maſter of the whole Family of the Nation, Chief Juſtice of all England, 
and a kind of petty God on Earth, who for the excellency of His Perſon, 
by way. of reſemblance, has Divine Attributes,as Immortality, for as King he 
never dies, Soveraignty, Majcſty, Power, Verity, Juſtice, and the like - 
He 1s mercitu), of a God-hike temper, as-xeady to torgive as we to ask : let 
us think nothing. but good of Him and His Government 3 for fears and jea- 
loufies have becn ot tatal Conſ.quence to this Nation, and ſtill are the greateſt 
EUcmies to the peace aud tranquility of itz Sometimes they cry Popery is 
breaking in upon us, when God knows ( as it is lately prov'd) the eight 
lundred man is not Papilt, unleſs all are ſach that are not Diſlenters from- 
the Church, for fo inflecd they call us. Did not His Majeſty for ſeveral 
years live inPopilh Soil, yet came over to us as well in Heart as Title, De- 
fera.r of the Faith, His ROY Highneſs, Great Britains Mars, its Heir and 
ons 


Glory, has upon all occaſiuns expreit himſelf highly in favour of our Church,; ' 


R X ' hasſ{criled the Proteitant Religionupon ſuchſure foundations in Scotland, that? 


{69% irs nvtto be ſhaken Are noc his aughters, (after himthEPreſent Heirs to; 


thelmperiul Crown,) Proteſtants ,*and married two ſuch Princes, on defign 
puicly tor toſecure our Religion, when France itſelf courted that alliance for - 
Its Hur? Are notthe Lords. ofthe Romiſh Faith excluded the Huuſe of Peers ? 
The Luws(trialy put'in execution againſt the Papiſts ? Beſides, What alte- 
ration can there be 1n-Churchor State, - without a National conſent? 1F theſe 
arc fizxas of Popery then indecd we are in danger. ; What think ye Gentle- 
men? Yau arc men of reaſon, . live among the Mufes,- where Learning is at 
ihe licightz Though I muſt confeſs, if a*Papiſt nuiſt not breath Common Air, 
or tread his Native, Earth becauſe he is 1o,.'tis hard. Who does not think his 
own opinion buff ?. Sometimes again, how do the fears of Arbitrary Power, 
or k»'s of Libcrty and Property call Crowds together: to conſult, who ſhake 
the had, louk ; £n n, Cry we afcloſt, ſadtimes are coming? When thar's the. 
oniy way to haye them come) . for if a People grow Revel-ripe, why ſhould- 
ng; w.ebelicvethat .Kings wio lit at ſtern,. that pick. and cull the Nation: for 
the wileſt Heads, ſhould not endeavour to, preſerve their Empire, an4 Do- 
minton, as wcll az we quit ſhpps and ſtalls and fly to Coffee-houſes to exa-* 
mine every Letter, to ſee bpw thingsarelike to go with us. Gentlemen, be 
not ſeduc'd by myn of Seditious Spirits: «The firſt fin-of Men and Angels was 
Rebellion,” Heavcn and Paradiſe were loſt by it, believe, it isthe Kings Inte- 
reſt, as well. as Royal Inclination to preſerve us in our Rights and Li- 
bertics :  For.take away Property ; and Induſtry is quickly at an end : 
Where is the Crowns ſafety then? The empty Traveller laughs atthe Thief , 
who yalnes bis Countfics defence, that-hath nothing in it which hecan call his 
owny In ſome of the- Eaſtcrn parts, (the Garden of the World by Nature) a 
man may ride ſome ſcores of, Miles, and ſcarcely ſee a Hutz beca:iſe no man 
has any thing but at the Princes will z With us the proſperity ofthe People is the 


Gentlemen, 


Gentlemen, Tam not altogether a ſtranger to Hiſtory, I can give a reafon- 
able account of moſt Countries , amongſt which England hisnot an equal. 
Let us" {& how matters ſtogd With the Jews in Righteous David's days? Thou 
an Ziba divide the Land was David's Judgem: nt : againſt his Maſters Son 
beforchis offence was prov*.t. A Semeter or a Bowſtring leaves breathleſs in 
a minute the greateſt” Subj: R'in three parts'ot the World, withouta Judge 
and Jury. Inour Neighbouring Countries, Racks and Wheels are thought 
ertl-'eafie ways to find out truth. The Frexrh Kings Sword is his Subjetts 
Charter, The Spaniſh Inquiſition this Worlds ' Hell, In Holland it (elt, that 
fam'd Comon-wealth, a Herring is Excis*d nine times before it's eat, 'yer' in 
theſe places all huſh, and. Itill-' No Plots to mutder Kings ', or Magiſtrats. 
Gentlemen, you muſt pardon me, if l tell ye, that many times the too great 
Indulgence of a Prince brings ſpeedy ruine 10 a Nation. Platarch in the life 
of Lycurgus gives us 2 cmarenſs + one Exrytion 'a Spartqu, King, who took 
a courſe never praQisd by his' iſe Predeceſſors » which Was *to 'caJole his 
own SubjcRz by (lackirig the, Reins.of the Royal Authority 3 but 'ſee' what: 
follow*d in ſiead of gaining upoh'them, they grew ifs ihfolent, that at ;laſt 
the y brought the Government into contempt,.and ſoon after the whole King+ 
dom into” Anarchy and Confuſfot},” and 'were never ſatisfied , till one of their 
beſt Princes was barbarouſly mutter4d in the ftreets by the 'Rabble , as he 
was appealing a Tumult 3 How near a parallel is this'to his-late Majeſty, 
who Ile boldly fay has done more, except the preſent King, to endear the 
Subject thea all the Kings fromthe Norman to this time behides 3 but what 
come on*t 2 That's a Melancholy conſideration, Mercy and Goodnefle 
in Princesare too often miſtaken,and calld neceiity and eafinefle of Nature: 
An yielding King ſhall always find a craving Subje&. We are like the I/- 
yaclites never fatisfi'd, defire to return back into Egype into our old Bon- 
dage. 1 have heard, that in the late Rebellion, a Captain and his Compa- 
ny has made Lonxdoy, that haughty Miſtreſle of our Ifle , whom we ſo much 
delight to imitate; all in tears , her Citizens Crouching like Spaniels at the 
frown of a, Traytor, whenat the ſame time they bid defrance to their. Ring, 
Are not we turn*d mademen, and the Devil fool,His inventionisloſt, Muſt 
a Nation be deſtroy*d; *twice 1n half an age by the very ſame methods: A 
Fuglers tricks if ſhown” more”than' once or twice becomes Childrens ſport. 
Popery was'the Topick among(t the Zealous ere fince Iremember , and is 
now the only Idol that ſupports the Brethrens cauſe : 'if the word were but 
forgotten they were Dumb, its the holding twig. Who would not have 
ſworn three years fince' that the Popes Bull -was not broken in among' us 2 
No Popery, no Papiſt, were. the Oford Cryes; when, on my conſcience, the 
promoters of the Noiſe are nearer that perſwafion than my (af; the man they 
aim'd at, Do they not ſay that Kings are the Peoples Creatures, made by 
them, and when the Spirit moves, may be laid aſide again ? Our Church , 
abhores ſuch Do&rine, lers hpld: to. that, Julian that cunning arch Enemy of 
our Religion encourag'dall Opinions and Sets among(t the Chriſtians, that 
tended to the rooting out of our Faith. - For ſhame let's grow wiſer, we are 
in ſafety ( it therebe ſuch athing on this fide Heaven: ) Let the moſt fati- 
ous fellow of e&'m all tell me what*s not done to ſecure the Subje&? He: is 
fenc*d in on every ſide, the Star-Cbamber, Court of Wards, High Commiſ- 
ſion Court, and every thing which the People had the leaſt colour to call 
grievous, are willingly Jaid aſile. What anoiſe has quartering of Souldi- 
ers made £ How are the Law-Books fill'd with Caſes of impriſonments 2 To -' 
eaſe us of theſe fears too, there*% not a Souldier looks intoa private houſe, or 
enters any Inn, but as aTraveller : the Landlord makes the Bill : wh Of- 
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ſcnder is not bail*dout of Prifon in ith time, ifnot profecutedtoughFregy 
fon threw him in? if ſuch As of Grace astheſe will not giveus grateful ſouls”? 
or at leaſtkeep us in quiet, nething but a rod of irgn will. Will there be: 
no peace till Shebab*s head is thrown over the wall, ' Gentlemen , I could'Þ 
waſte a dayupon this Subjett, and challe all the world to ſhew me ſuch ! 
another Government; therefore if theſe be ſignsof Arbitrary Power, of loſs of.' 
Liberty and Property, ſpeak, Gentlemen, be not filent, Good men will be.'} 

* convinc%d by reaſon and bleſs their Maker fortheir happineſs 3 111 men muſt 
be watch*d by thoſe that are' in. Power. He that gruthbles at thisGovern-' 
ments, with Lacifer would m_ Heaven, therefore with him deſerves his 7 
puniſhment. , But ſuppoſe the worſt, that our fears were true, that Religj- | 
on-and Allegiance did no ways oblige us, that his Majeſty had as many | 
vices as he has vertues, would Rebellion.mend the matter? No, that a Na-- 
tion's Ruipe is ready toatteſt, . Has not that happened to,us and much moreg { 
which fooliſh .Rehoboam threatned the:ten. Tribes with , that his little finger 
ſhould be heavier upon then, thap his Father's Loyns + that if his Father ! 
whip%d- them with rods, he would beat, them with Scorpions > Gentlemen, 

a Ciyil. War is like a, Gaming-bouſe, where none gets at laſt but the Box« 
keeper,, Not longafter his Majeſties return E was at ſuch a place at a time - 
when. a great Lord, had loſt no Jittle ſam; -to chear his Heart, he calls for a | 


. 
\} 


laf vf Wine, apd drinks a. health to him that had gain*dby play 3 amongſt 
pry .Gentlementhere was not. one would hay any title. to it, at Jaſt in comes. 
a littlegreeping fellow, and.claymes the health, proteſting that he had never 
broughtinto the hou'e more then: half a Crownat any one time , ſeldom 
ſo much, © yet by his cunning and advantages had heap'd up many a hundred } 
pond; ſo in Civil War the Beggar mounts a horſe back, and all above him 

o afoot 3 Coblers and Tinkers turn Lords, and Lords turn nothing. If 
Rebellion bas ſucceſs, which to thediſcouragement of all Treaſon (it has had 
but once this fix bundred years in E-gland) to change it's Government, yet 
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